Special Course on Science, Technology and Innovation Policy for Ecuadorian Universities
24th Feb 2020-02 Mar 2020

ITEC Website: https://itecgoi.in/courses_list.php?salt3=efcf3f6d662019-2020&salt4=07f0e028ba22&salt=7ed9833dc1136 

Aim & Objectives:
The course will provide a forum for discussion on and development of public policy to promote Science, technology and Innovation.

Background: Science, technology, and the stream of innovations emerging incessantly from these two enterprises influence lives everywhere profoundly, and their impact is only growing. Governments, the academia, and public institutions are acutely aware of this, especially in the developing world. However, often, they find themselves only reacting and adjusting to the disruptions emanating from far away. Yet, these institutions have the power and autonomy to formulate policies and take action on their own. Governments can also evolve and administer policies that encourage and nurture innovations locally, and ensure that all innovations — local or otherwise — are harnessed to provide solutions to local problems and develop the regional economy, improving lives and livelihood. 
In this broad context, the proposed Course aims to impart training to participants on how science and technology policies are important and are evolved, and what the role of the government and public institutions is and should be in the “science, technology, and innovation system”. The course will dwell on how S&T policies are formulated when government and the society look increasingly towards experts to do more for the society than conduct research and produce knowledge. Such expectations include protecting society from misuse or unintended consequences of science and technology. This training program will impart sufficient knowledge to participants so that they can contribute to decision making related to S & T issues in public, private, and civic settings. 
To provide focus, the Course will revolve around the following five interrelated themes of great current relevance: Healthcare, Climate Change and the Environment, Agriculture and Food Security, Energy Security, and Innovation/Translational Research/Start-up Policy/Intellectual Property.      
The Course will include lectures by eminent speakers from Government, academia, industry, and civil society (from India and abroad), presentations by the participants, group discussions, panel discussions, technical visit(s), public lectures, cultural programme, and a feedback/stocktaking session. The defining feature of lectures will be interaction with the distinguished speakers drawn from different organizations and occupations. The general format is a presentation for 45 minutes followed by an interactive discussion for 45 minutes. 
While focusing on the five themes identified, the Course will broadly address the following topics.
· History and evolution of science policy
· Role of government in promoting, financing, and directing R&D in science and technology
· S&T in the advancement of national goals
· Science, technology, and IPR
· Promoting entrepreneurship to deal with national/regional concerns
· Science Policy, Education, and Culture
· Professional organizations and science/engineering societies
· Regional/cross-regional collaboration
Last Date for submission of Application: as per ITEC procedures
Eligibility Criteria: 
1. The participant must belong to one of the ITEC countries (not for Indian Participants) .
2. Participants should have at least a Bachelor’s degree (from a recognized University) in any branch of Science and Engineering. 
3. Participants should be senior scientists and technologists, science and technology policy makers, senior administrators, and Heads of National Academies.
5. A Statement of Purpose must be provided.
6. S/he must be in the age group of 30-59 Years or as per the rule of ITEC.
Venue: Centre for Nano Science and Engineering, IISc Bangalore
Duration: 1 Weeks
Study Tour: Study tours to the different scientific labs will be arranged within Karnataka.
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